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Over this past fiscal year, SMI was able to take some big steps not only with our
programming, but also in creating new partnerships with funders and expanding our
core team. We are excited to share that we now have three recurring main programs,
several ongoing impact campaigns for alumni films, support from our new operations
manager Nancy Strong and from our new development lead, Caroline Manuel, in
addition to developing new programs to continue to grow the impact sector for
documentary films in Canada. 

The impact work we do is dynamic and takes a great amount of heart. We are grateful
for the good folks who share this work and support us in our vision. Although we are
young, we are quickly growing and deepening our relationships within the sector and in
communities across Canada. Please join us in helping to activate what is possible in
how we use our storytelling for positive impact.

Sue Biely, Executive Director

It has been a year of great momentum at Story Money Impact as we continue to
transform the landscape of impact films in Canada. We shed light on important issues
inspiring communities and individuals. This underpins our work to empower impact
producers through education, training and insights further amplifying positive
change. A huge heartfelt thank you to our supporters and our dedicated passionate
staff, especially the visionary leadership of our Executive Director, Sue. We invite you
to join us as we open the aperture even further in 2023 and beyond.

 
Story Money Impact acknowledges we are on the

unceded territory of the Musqueam, Squamish, and
Tsleil-Waututh Nations. Our staff comes from all over

Turtle Island and we do our work with an understanding
that acknowledgement must then be followed by action.

 

Tinu Mathur, Board Chair 
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Our vision is health: a more caring, just, and sustainable
Canadian society. 
Our tools are stories: independent Canadian documentary
films that address social change. 
Our method is teamwork: bringing together filmmakers,
funders, supporters, and viewers.
Our enemy is wasted potential: when powerful films don’t
achieve meaningful impact.
Our heroes are people like you: people who care enough to
get involved. 

Who we are:
We are dedicated to maximizing the impact of select
Canadian documentary films that speak to important
social and environmental issues.

partnered with 580 organizations
facilitated 95 film screenings          
produced 65 impact discussions
delivered 2,464 hours of training to program
participants 
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Together we:



Our Programs

Key Issue Areas 
Community engagement 

Climate change & youth
activism
Police brutality &
accountability
Harm reduction in Indigenous
communities
Filipino immigrant labour
practices & experiences

        & civic literacy

2nd Edition-Four films currently going through the program

Key Issue Areas 

Protection of old growth forests
Supporting trans families
Interconnection of colonialism,
pipelines, fish farms, & species
extinction in Cascadia 
Medical assistance in dying
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Story To Action

1st Edition-Five films  completed

 

supporting five Canadian documentary filmmaking teams to create
strategies, build partnerships and organize screenings to educate and
expand audience understanding of the social and environmental issues
featured in their films. This facilitates the creation of impact campaign
pilots for each film.

is a training and mentorship opportunity  



The [Impact Lab] has given our team the opportunity to strategically
build an impact campaign in a deeply supportive environment. As an
Indigenous led project, we aim to not only build a meaningful Impact
campaign but also build capacity within the industry. There are very
few Indigenous Impact Producers in Canada and we appreciate Story

Money Impact's eagerness to help build capacity for Indigenous Impact
Producers.  

Elle-Máijá Tailfeathers, Filmmaker
Kímmapiiyipitssini: The Meaning of Empathy

I'm shocked and saddened this happened in Canada. I had no
idea. This isn’t known in the mainstream and needs more coverage

to increase awareness so there is accountability and justice. 
Attendee, No Visible Trauma screening event

The energy of the facilitation was outstanding. The level of
connection and intentionality with being present was great. I loved

the discussions around Duty of Care and also seeing the case studies
with the pod.

Jen Muranetz, Filmmaker, What About Our Future?

4



5

The Pod Program

Impact Mentorship 

toolbox of an impact producer. The goal is to create an understanding of the power and
importance of impact campaigns for documentary films, and to endow participants with the
necessary skills to design and execute impact strategies. The Pod also works alongside SMI staff
to apply their learning directly on active projects and campaigns. 

is a 15-week part time paid adventure in building the skillset and  

for Documentaries in Development by Underrepresented Creators
Story Money Impact offered impact coaching hours to three Canadian documentary films (25–90
mins in length) by underrepresented creators that are in the development phases of their
projects so that they can be better positioned for impact upon completion

 2nd cohort launched and completed

 Inaugural Program
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 West Coast Edition

Impact Mentorship 
for Documentaries in Development by Underrepresented Creators



Ongoing Campaigns
 

The Magnitude of All Things 
No Visible Trauma
Klabona Keepers
Kalinga (Care)
The World is Bright
The Meaning of Empathy

We continue to work with these alumni films that
have completed other SMI programs.
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Our Supporters

Individual Donors 

Andreea Brabete
Anne Toews
Annette Frymer
Aruna Mathur
Brendon Dawson
Brianna Girdler
Cal and Ellen Shumiatcher
Carol Biely
Carol Weinbaum
Catherine Logan
Catherine Strickland
CH Advocacy
Chad Haggerty
Christine Allen
Christine Singh
Cinephile Accounting
David Paperny
Denise A. Lee
Diane Brown
Don Thompson
Donald MacPherson
Donna Mayers
Emily Hindalong
Esther Chetner
Ethel Olorenshaw
Evelyn Aimis
Hannah Zimmering
Imogene Lim
Jada-Gabrielle Pape
Jennifer Wilson
Jessica Hannon
Joan Blumer
John Dippong
Juanita Austin

Kailey Kaufman
Kermode Friendship Society
Kim Disanjh
Lani deHek
Laurie Barr
Laurie Wood
Leslie McBain
Lisa Vigilance
Lolehawk Buker
Lynn Sabourin
MandyDeCecco-Kolebaba
Maria Facundo-Lilly
Marie Hutchison
Mary Barroll
Mary Nipper
medsim investments
Naomi Krogman
Phil De Luna
PwC Canada
Raminder Gill
Rise Tribe
Sandra Smeds
Sarah Lussier Hoskyn
Sarah Ringdahl
Sue Biely
Suhail Nanji
Susanna Redekop
Tamiko Suzuki
Thomas Ruth
Thunderbird Entertainment Group
Valerie Hunter
Virginia Christopher
Willem Prinsloo
Yvonne Marcus
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Monthly Donors 

Caroline Manuel
John Dippong
Laura Plant
Marc Lee
Mark Busse
Sue Biely
Tatiana Nemchin

 

Ongoing Champions 
$5000 + 

Tracey Friesen
Brian Hamilton
Karen Lam
David Paperny
Lisa Purdy
Leonard Schein

 Our Champions

(missing from photo: 
Lisa Purdy and Brian Hamilton)

mailto:leonard.schein@gmail.com


Funders & Sponsors

Our Team
Anthony Truong Swan
Ari Conrad Birch
Caroline Manuel
Nancy Strong
Olive Reed
Sue Biely

Annette Frymer
Cory Generoux
John Dippong
Laura Plant
Leonard Schein
Loc Dao
Marsha Newbery
Mary Barroll
Sholeh Fabbri
Tinu Mathur
Vishal Hiralal

Board 
of Directors

Contractors
Andrew Williamson
April Hazan
Brianna Girdler
Clare Clovecock
Deydre Baptiste
Eva Brownstein
Giacomo Nudi
Josli Rockafella
Mariam Zaidi
Nikita Takkar
Stacey Gomez
Tamo Campos

Staff

Connect

www.storymoneyimpact.com
contact@storymoneyimpact.com

Story Money Impact

#600 736 Granville St.
Vancouver, BC V6Z 1G3

SMI Film Society is a registered 
Canadian charity: 781117932RR0001


